REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH 
For  the  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER,  1898. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting-  my  Second  Annual 
Report. 

Population. 

The  population  in  the  Wolstanton  Rural  District 
according  to  the  census  of  1891  numbered  32,773,  and 
calculating  the  rate  of  increase  to  be  in  the  same  ratio  as  in 
the  ten  years  1881  — 1891  the  population  in  the  middle  of 
1898  would  amount  to  34,059.  The  acreage  of  the  district 
is  9,728. 


Births. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  1,354.  Of 
these  661  were  male  births  and  693  were  female  births,  and 
represent  an  annual  rate  of  increase  of  39-7  per  1,000  living. 
Compared  with  the  year  1897  the  births  show  an  increase 
of  33,  and  the  difference  between  the  birth-rates  shows  an 
increase  this  year  of  -68  per  1,000. 

Deaths. 

709  Deaths  from  all  causes  have  been  registered  during 
the  year.  Of  these  387  were  males  and  322  females,  and 
represent  an  annual  rate  of  mortality  20*8  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population.  When  compared  with  1897  the 
deaths  show  a  decrease  of  3  in  1898,  and  the  difference  in 
the  death  rates  is  only  fractional,  being  a  decrease  of  -5  per 
1,000  in  1898. 

22  Deaths  occurred  in  the  Workhouse  among  persons 
who  did  not  belong  to  the  district,  and  subtracting  this 
number  we  get  an  annual  death  rate  for  the  district  of  20-17 
per  1,000. 


2 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  was 
2  'o,  o-iving  the  infantile  mortality  rate  of  184-6  per  1,000 
born.&  This  is  an  increase  of  3  per  1,000  born  on  the  rate 
recorded  for  1897.  The  deaths  among  infants  from  summer 
diarrhoea  have  been  slightly  less  this  year  than  the  year 
previous,  but  the  increase  in  the  infantile  mortality  is  large  y 
due  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  premature  births 
many  children  surviving  their  birth  by  only  a  few  hours. 

Uncertified  Deaths. 

13  Deaths  occurred  in  persons  not  attended  by  a 
medical  man.  These  deaths  were  recorded  as  “not 
certified.” 

The  supposed  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  >— 

F  rom  Convulsions  8  From  Diarrhoea  2 

Premature  Birth  1  „  Bronchitis  1 

,,  Paralysis  l 


■ 


The  following-  table  will  show  the  number  of  deaths  in  each  year  for  the  last  ten  years, 
from  the  chief  Zymotic  diseases  as  well  as  the  various  death-rates. 
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Death-rate  of  Infants  under  149  161  166 

one  year  per  1,000  born 


The  following  cases  have  been  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889, 

during  the  year  from  the  different  parishes  of  the  district. 
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The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  cases  notified  during  each  year  from  each  disease 

since  the  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act,  1889  :  — 
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Scarlet  Fever  has,  I  regret  to  say,  been  more  prevalent 
this  year  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  notified 
this  year  was  183  as  against  87  in  the  previous  year.  Of 
the  cases  notified,  25  were  from  Goldenhill  ;  9  from  Chell  ; 
3  from  Newchapel  ;  91  from  Wolstanton  ;  26  from 

Chesterton;  23  from  Silverdale;  6  from  Milton.  No  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  among  the  children  at  the 
Workhouse.  Out  of  the  total  number  notified,  18  cases 
proved  fatal,  or  9-8  per  cent.  Thorough  isolation  has  been 
carried  out  in  all  cases,  and  where,  from  the  nature  of  the 
surroundings  this  has  been  impossible,  immediate  removal 
to  the  Sanatorium  has  been  insisted  on.  I  am  happy  to 
state  that  the  prejudice  against  removal  to  the  Sanatorium 
in  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  fast  dying  out.  I  have  done 
my  best  this  year  to  show,  —  where  removal  was  necessary,— 
the  advantages  of  isolation,  and  also  the  benefit  to  the 
patient  when  in  a  state  of  convalescence  by  his  being  able  to 
benefit  from  the  open  air. 

This  year  48  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been 
removed  to  the  Sanatorium. 

Typhoid  Fever  has,  I  regret  to  say,  been  prevalent 
during  the  year,  68  cases  having  been  notified  as  against 
53  in  the  previous  year.  23  cases  were  removed  to  the 
Sanatorium,  and  1 1  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease. 

Erysipelas  shows  a  marked  decrease  this  year,  24 
cases  having  been  notified  as  against  53  in  1897.  In  none 
of  the  cases  was  there  a  fatal  result. 


24  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  reported  as  against  15  in 
1897.  8  cases  proved  fatal. 

From  Measles  and  complications  61  deaths  resulted, 
and  59  of  these  cases  were  in  children  under  5  years  of  age. 
The  districts  mostly  affected  were  those  of  Chesterton, 
Goldenhill,  Chell,  and  Newchapel.  The  epidemic  seemed 
to  be  a  continuation  of  the  one  experienced  in  the  districts 
of  Silverdale  and  Wolstanton  in  the  latter  part  of  last  year. 


. 


. 
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No  cases  of  Typhus  Fever,  Cholera,  or  Small  Pox 
occurred  in  the  district  during  the  year. 


75  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  removed  to  the 
Sanatorium  during  the  year,  as  against  57  in  the  previous 
year.  This  number  represents  25-5%  of  the  total  number  of 
cases  notified.  The  deaths  at  the  Sanatorium  were  7  in 
number,  3  from  Scarlet  Fever,  1  from  Diphtheria,  and  3 
from  Typhoid  Fever. 


The  water-supply  in  the  district  has  been  good  and 
abundant  during  the  year. 


No  drainage  work  of  any  importance  has  been  carried 
out  during  the  year.  The  bake-houses  and  slaughter¬ 
houses  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year. 


The  removal  of  night-soiland  asheshas  beenperformed 
in  a  fairly  satisfactory  manner  during  the  year. 


Overcrowding  in  dwelling-houses  has  been  reported 
in  5  cases,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  abate  this  in  every 
case. 


I  enclose  Tables  A  and  B  and  a  Summary  of  sanitary 
work  done  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  McKAY  YOUNGSON, 


M.B.,  C.M.,  (Aberd.) 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Longport,  March  1 8th,  1899. 


* 


. 
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(A)  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  1898,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities;  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year 


Population. 

Registered  Births. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  subjoined  ages. 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing 

deaths  of  Children  under  5  years  of  age. 

Names  of  Localities  ad- 
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Under  i  ye 

1  year  and 
under  5. 

5  years  anc 
under  15. 

15  years  an 
under  25. 

25  years  an 
under  65. 

65  years  an 
upwards. 

Small-pox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranoi 

Croup. 

Typhus. 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid. 

Continued. 

Relapsing. 

Puerperal. 

Cholera. 
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Measles. 
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(B)  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming*  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  ol  Health  dutingf 

the  year  1898,  enumerating*  the  Number  of  Houses  Infected,  the  I  otal  Number  of  Deaths,  also 
the  Number  of  Cases  Treated  and  the  Deaths  that  occurred  in  Infectious  Hospitals. 


Houses  infected 


Total  cases  reported  among  persons 
belonging  to  District 


Under  5... 
5  &  upwds. 


Totnl  deaths  reported  among  per-  ^nc*er  5--* 
sons  belonging  to  District  ...  g  &  upwds. 


Cases  treated  in  Hospital  among 
persons  belonging  to  District  ... 


Deaths  occurring  in  Hospital  among 
persons  belonging  to  District 


Under  5.., 
5  &  upwds. 


Is  “  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  ”  Compulsory  in  the  District  ?  Yes.  Since  when?  8th  March ,  1890. 

Is  Measles  included  among  the  Diseases  notified?  Xo. 
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Is  Whooping  Cough  ,,  ,,  ,,  A  0. 

Is  an  Isolation  Hospital  available  for  the  District  ?  Yes. 

Area  of  District  in  acres,  9,728. 
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SUMMARY  of  SANITARY  WORK  done  in  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances'  Department  during  the  year  1898. 


Inspections 

and 

Observations 

made. 

Formal 
Notices  by 
Council. 

Nuisances 
Abated  after 
Notice. 

Dwelling-houses  : 

(  Foul  Conditions 

l6 

8 

8 

)  Structural  Defects 

— 

- H- 

— 

\  Over-crowding 

J3 

5 

5 

V  Unfit  for  Habitation  ... 

78 

28 

28 

Lodging-houses  .. 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

9 

— 

— 

Cowsheds... 

521 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

329 

1 

1 

Slaughter-houses 

n  n  *7 

33  / 

— 

— 

Canal  Boats 

60 

— 

- - 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

629 

219 

219 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

45 

21 

21 

Water  Closets 

31 

14 

14 

House  Drainage  : 

[  Defective  Traps 

97 

47 

47 

4  No  Disconnection 

25 

9 

9 

(  Other  Faults  .. 

232 

1 10 

1 10 

Water  Supply 

8 

n 

3 

n 

3 

Pigsties  ... 

25 

1 1 

1 1 

Animals  improperly  kept 

27 

J3 

13 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

- — - 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances... 

269 

I25 

I25 

Totals 

275 1 

614 

614 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  ... 

*  •  •  •  • 

Nos. 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 

•  •  •  •  • 

— 

,,  ,,  Found  Adulterated 

•  •  •  « « 

— 

,,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

,,  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use  .. 

. . . 

I 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding-  Stoved  or  Destroyed  ... 

H  ouses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious 
Disease 

ditto  ditto 

for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or 


Convictions 

Prosecutions 

Things 

Convictions 


162 

162 


March  9th,  1899. 


ditto  ditto 

JAMES  BEECH,  Inspector. 
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